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1. Report
The project SCAN has led to the development of several scientific publications. Some of these
publications are available in English (12), while others have been written in the different project Scan
partner’s languages (2). The aims of those publications are multiple and diverse.
The first papers aim at presenting the rational of the Project. In summary, the European Small Claims
Procedure (ESCP) is one of the most important tools provided by the European Union to decrease
judicial litigation and make the judicial systems of the Member States more efficient. However, the
ESCP has only been used to a minor extent. The scope of the project SCAN was to raise awareness
around and promote the use of these procedures, as well as to analyze why consumers haven’t use it
so far and how they improve. The project serves the stakeholders, so that lawyers can guarantee an
efficient legal assistance, judges can implement this procedure, and consumers association can
disseminate the knowledge of ESCP among their members and among all EU citizens.
In detail, some publications highlight the critical aspects of ESCP at the beginning of the project Scan.
These reports were useful to unravel the real purposes of the project and let this start within the
planned timeframe. Indeed, the authors aimed to investigate the potential use of standardized forms
in the ESCP, but also identified some critical issues emerged from the study of Regulation (EC) No
861/2007 and from the research carried out within the Small Claims Analysis Net Project, co-funded
by the EU Justice Program.
A more recent publication aimed to describe the harmonized guidelines developed within the project.
The authors review key regulatory and applicative aspects of the ESCP and present the harmonized
guidelines developed by the SCAN Consortium for policymakers, judicial authorities and users. The
former guidelines contain proposals to the European Commission to amend Regulation 861/2007, as
already amended in 2015; the latter represent suggestions for the uniform application of the procedure
and to increase its use. The authors propose that, following the proposed suggestions, the procedure
can become a useful tool to protect citizens within the resolution of small claims.
Some articles focus their attention on how the ESCP were implemented within the European Union
as well as in individual countries. In particular, they describe the scenario in France, Italy, Belgium,
Slovenia and Lithuania.
Last, some other reports analyze issues and potential use of ESCPs in the state of emergency. More
in detail, some articles focus on the role of ESCP within the COVID-19 pandemic scenario.
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In conclusion, the scientific production is very vast and it is hoped this will contribute to the diffusion
of the procedure in the various EU countries.
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